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Carla Giovannnini
Old and new spatial metrics

An overview of the new geographical discipline and the most interesting thematics. The 
switch from the numerical datum to the cultural plan and the need for a dialogue between 
two apparently distant languages. Methodological issues and case studies. Discussion and 
method.

Keywords: Spatial metrics, Urban Geography, Lucio Gambi, Metropolitan area, conur-
bation, measure

Franco Farinelli
Where (and when) place became space

Globalization means the end of modern perspective, i.e. of the Euclidean space as it was 
perceived, represented and produced in the modernity. The attempt to work out new oc-
curring reality requires the genealogical reconstruction of this course. This tool is rather 
urgent and problematic because involves two crucial analytical levels: distinction between 
subject and object and nature of causal explanation, a sign of the recursivity of the prob-
lem. Prescribing instructions to measure the earth – by deducting one dimension of the 
sphere in order to reduce it to a table – in the second century A.D. Ptolemy determines 
all modern epistemological values. Principles shattered today by globalization, because 
measuring place (the linear distance between the objects disposed on the earth conceived 
as a plane) is proved to be less and less significant to understand the world mechanism.  
Is it a matter to change the model of measurement or to give up the idea of measurement 
itself?

Keywords: Globalization, Space, Measure, Cartography, Place, Representation

Enrico Chapel 
City planning, map and numbers. 

Urban space in project between 19th and 20th centuries

At the time of more and more perfect measure and representation of the territory follows 
trivialization and proliferation of plans. In Nineteenth century appear Atlases that dissect 
the image of the city, and statistical mapping that allows to represent structural dimen-
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sions of the urban phenomenon: population density, hygiene and functionality of spaces, 
services allocation, traffic flows, etc. The paper aims to show that urban planning was 
born during this process of cartographic production and statistical measurement of urban 
context. This course introduce a new form of urban design which records concepts such 
«standard» and «prediction» in the iconic order of planning.
To what extent accumulation of maps and numbers in the Nineteenth and Twentieth 
century gave rise to modern urban project?

Keywords: Cartography, City planning, Statistics, Measure, City, Plan

Elena dell’Agnese
New geo-graphies of border landscapes

At the beginning of the Twentieth century, geography used to be described as «the science 
of landscape». Now, such a definition seems to be out of fashion. All the same, the two 
words, «geography» and «landscape» still share a close connection, since they both may 
refer to «the thing» (to the geo-structure), and also to the «representation of the thing» 
(to the meta-geography). And representation is a form of power. So, while the popular-
ity of landscape as an objective analytical tool has been fading away, the significance of 
landscape as a way of representing things is proving to be more and more relevant. Not 
only landscape is no more supposed to be «objective» reality, it does not even have to be 
an objective representation or to have an indisputable aesthetic quality. All the same, it is 
a way of seeing, and of retelling, regional, and geopolitical, stories. Thirty years after the 
Rumley and Minghi’s seminal book on «the geography of border landscape» (1991), the 
new geo-graphies of border landscapes are aimed at analysing different ways of «speaking 
about» and of «visualizing» border relations, from cinema to art, to literature and pho-
tography, music, cartoons. 

Keywords: Political geography, Border, Landscape, New geography, Representation, Arts

Mario Coglitore
Streets, rails, wires, microphones:  

the communication networks in Europe during the XIX century

Starting from the Enlightenment a new idea and practice of territory were developed. In 
particular the role of mobility – roads and travelling – grew massively, making available 
an innovative concept of distance and measure of the wold. It was a technical and philo-
sophical revolution, based upon networks, promoted mostly in the field of transport and 
communication, which largely took place in Europe, contributing to the modernization of 
the developed world. The industrial revolution boosted some great achievements in this 
sector also at the urban scale: railways, telegraph, electricity, putting infrastructure in the 
middle of the astonishing changes in the process of reshaping time and space.

Keywords: Transport, Communication, Electricity, Urban infrastructure, Technology, 
Time
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Andrea Giuntini
The measure of Atlantic Ocean. The submarine cables  

and the perception of the distance during the second half of XIX century

In terms of imperial power, invested capital, financial risk, technological challenge, and 
public opinion involvement, submarine telegraphy is an extremely important page in the 
entire book of contemporary economic history. The first international telecommunica-
tions network, created thanks to submarine cables, was one of the privileged components 
in the debate over the establishment of the first global economy at the end of the nine-
teenth century. The innovative communication network reshaped the international assets 
of economic and political power. In 1866 the first cable was laid in the Atlantic gave a new 
measure of the distance between Europe and America.

Keywords: Telegraphy, Submarine cables, Atlantic Ocean, Communication, Technology, 
Representations of transatlantic telegraphy 

Eveline G. Bouwers
The celebration of illustrious Italians in pre-Risorgimento Rome

Well before the Risorgimento’s cult of heroes took a flight, sculptor Antonio Canova com-
missioned a series of busts of ‘illustrious Italians’ for the ancient Pantheon in Rome. Start-
ed in 1809, when Rome was under French control, the project was developed in agreement 
with the Roman Curia until, in 1820, Pope Pius VII ordered its removal to the Capitoline 
Museums. This article probes the origins, form and function of the Canovian pantheon. It 
analyses the sculptor’s incentives in commemorating artists, scientists and men of letters of 
Italy’s past, and queries the project’s public reception. Moreover, it evaluates the selection 
of men and contrasts these to Canova’s predilections, both artistic and personal. Finally, 
it assesses the pantheon’s impact on the commemoration of illustrious men in post-1848 
Rome, specifically in relation to the pantheons on the Pincian and Janiculum hills. 

Keywords: Italianità, Patriotism, heroism, Antonio Canova, Pantheon, Rome 

Manuel J. Muriel Ramírez
British railways system during in the postwar period: Beeching reform in 1963

The Reshaping of British railways in 1963 was a process of an extraordinary extent in a con-
cern that back then had half a million employees. The closures of branch lines amounted 
to a mileage equivalent to the Spanish railways main network at that time. The Beeching 
Report, a white paper little known outside the UK, shows sixty years later its exceptional 
value – from the point of view of both economic history and business studies. This paper 
aims to shed light on the document and the context in which its recommendations were 
carried out. Also, we make an ex post assessment with the help of the academic literature 
that followed and the evolution of railway transport since then.One particular feature of 
British railways is its high capacity (double or multiple track). Our research shows that the 
reshaping was extensive rather than intensive: the British Railways Board (BRB) was una-
ble to reduce its plant (the excess of capacity) while keeping the lines. This was probably 
a result of having come first and invested too much in infra-structure.

Keywords: Railways history, British railways, Beeching, Network reform, Great Britain, 
Postwar period.
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Laura Grazi
Italy: the Common Market and Regional Disparities. 

EEC Regional Studies in the Sixties

This essay, which belongs to the field of research on the history of European regional 
policy, focuses on the regional studies launched by the EEC and the ECSC in the Sixties, 
with specific reference to certain Italian cases: the region of Umbria and its steel industry, 
the Piombino area, the touristic destination of Calabria and the Bari-Taranto-Brindisi de-
velopment hub. In particular, it highlights Italy’s position, characterized by its «Southern 
question» and by its commitment to bringing this topic to the attention of the Communi-
ty, in order to obtain additional support for its policy of extraordinary intervention, which 
was mainly implemented through the «Cassa per il Mezzogiorno». The participation of 
Italian experts and officials in Community studies was closely related to the debate on 
planning that began with the preparation of the Vanoni Plan and continued with the eco-
nomic programs of the center-left governments. Issues and new development strategies, 
with particular reference to the theories of development hubs (growth poles) and integrat-
ed development, passed from the national to the European level, paving the way towards 
the drafting of an EU cohesion policy for the future.

Keywords: Italy, European Integration, Regional Disparities, Southern Italy, EEC Groups 
of Experts, Regional and Cohesion Policy.
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I fascicoli di «Memoria e Ricerca» già pubblicati

1.  Gli anni del regime fascista nella “provincia del Duce” [esaurito]
2.  Sul fascismo in Romagna, a cura di Massimo Lodovici
3.  Collegi elettorali, a cura di Fulvio Conti e Serge Noiret 
4.  Le reti della modernizzazione, a cura di Roberto Balzani e Andrea Giuntini
5.  Le trasformazioni della festa. Secolarizzazione, politicizzazione e sociabilità nel XIX 

secolo (Francia, Italia, Spagna), a cura di Marco Fincardi e Maurizio Ridolfi
6.  Identità e culture regionali. Germania e Italia a confronto, a cura di Stefano Cavazza 

e Reinhard Johler 
7.  Libri, letture e biblioteche per il popolo, a cura di Oriana Maroni, Sante Medri e 

Paolo Temeroli 
8.  Migrazioni: comunità e nazione. Percorsi di storia sociale e culturale, a cura di Ma-

nuela Martini 
9.  Gli spazi dei partiti nell’Italia repubblicana, a cura di Simone Neri Serneri e Angelo 

Ventrone
10. La pedagogia dei media nel secondo dopoguerra. Identità regionali e identità nazionali 

(Francia, Italia, Spagna), a cura di Francesca Anania
n.s. 1. Ambiente, territori, parchi. Regionalismi e politiche nazionali, a cura di Patrizia 

Dogliani
n.s. 2. Terre immaginate. La costruzione di stereotipi regionali, a cura di Marco Fincardi
n.s. 3. Linguaggi e siti: la storia on line, a cura di Serge Noiret
n.s. 4. Massoneria e politica in Europa fra Ottocento e Novecento (Italia, Spagna e Por-

togallo), a cura di Fulvio Conti
n.s. 5. Flussi invisibili. Le telecomunicazioni fra Ottocento e Novecento, a cura di Andrea 

Giuntini
n.s. 6. L’Europa allo specchio. Immagini e rappresentazioni nell’opinione pubblica, a 

cura di Francesca Anania
n.s. 7. La Grande Guerra in vetrina. Mostre e musei in Europa negli anni Venti e Trenta, 

a cura di Massimo Baioni e Claudio Fogu
n.s. 8. La campagna elettorale nell’Europa mediterranea (secoli XIX-XX), a cura di 

Serge Noiret
n.s. 9. Repubbliche e repubblicanesimo. L’Europa meridionale (secoli XIX-XX), a cura 

di Maurizio Ridolfi
n.s. 10. Le metamorfosi della storia sociale, a cura di Maria Malatesta
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n.s. 11. Porti dell’Europa mediterranea (secoli XIX e XX), a cura di M. Elisabetta Tonizzi
n.s. 12. Potere ecclesiale e società secolarizzata. Ambienti cattolici tra innovazione e 

continuità (secoli XIX e XX), a cura di Stefano Trinchese
n.s. 13. La violenza politica tra le due guerre mondiali. Culture, pratiche e linguaggi 

nell’Europa mediterranea, a cura di Andrea Baravelli
n.s. 14. Grande mercato e diritti sociali nell’Europa del Novecento, a cura di Barbara Curli
n.s. 15. Regioni plurilingue e frontiere nazionali, a cura di Rolf Petri
n.s. 16. Territori contesi. Guerra antipartigiana e Resistenza nell’Europa nazista, a cura 

di Steffen Prauser
n.s. 17. Esposizioni in Europa tra Otto e Novecento. Spazi, organizzazione, rappresenta-

zioni, a cura di Alexander C.T. Geppert e Massimo Baioni
n.s. 18. Da emigranti ad imprenditori. Gli italiani all’estero nel secondo dopoguerra, a 

cura di Saverio Battente
n.s. 19. Il mondo alpino. Storia, culture e rappresentazioni, a cura di Renato Camurri
n.s. 20. Fotografia e violenza. Visioni della brutalità dalla Grande guerra ad oggi, a cura 

di Ilsen About, Joëlle Beurier, Luigi Tomassini
n.s. 21. Commemorando le guerre civili. Memorie pubbliche e politiche del ricordo 

nell’Europa del Novecento, a cura di Giorgos Antoniou e Luisa Passerini
n.s. 22. Storie regionali, a cura di Marco De Nicolò
n.s. 23. Made in Italy. Consumi e identità collettive nel secondo dopoguerra, a cura di 

Claudia Baldoli e Jonathan Morris
n.s. 24. Letteratura e politica. Sulla contro-rivoluzione nell’Europa del XIX secolo, a 

cura di Jordi Canal
n.s. 25. Movimenti e culture giovanili, a cura di Marco Fincardi e Catia Papa
n.s. 26. Le televisioni in Europa, a cura di Francesca Anania e Manuel Palacio Arranz
n.s. 27. Associazioni sportive. Identità sociali e modernizzazione, a cura di Francesco 

Bonini e Veruska Verratti
n.s. 28. Armi e politica. Esercito e società nell’Europa contemporanea, a cura di Marco 

Mondini
n.s. 29. Il secolo del teatro. Spettacoli e spettacolarità nell’Ottocento europeo, a cura di 

Carlotta Sorba 
n.s. 30. Le politiche della Comunità / Unione europea. Origini e sviluppo storico, a cura 

di Ariane Landuyt
n.s. 31. L’Europa in esilio. La migrazione degli intellettuali verso le Americhe tra le due 

guerre, a cura di Renato Camurri
n.s. 32. Questione morale e politica. Problemi della transizione nella crisi europea di fine 

Novecento, a cura di Jean-Louis Briquet
n.s. 33. Artisti e partiti. Estetica e politica in Europa (1900-1945), a cura di Maddalena 

Carli e Maria Stavrinaki
n.s. 34. Celebrare la nazione. Anniversari e commemorazioni nella società contemporanea, 

a cura di Catherine Brice e Massimo Baioni
n.s. 35. La “nuova” storia costituzionale. Studi sul XIX secolo europeo, a cura di Markus 

J. Prutsch
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n.s. 36. Utilities del mondo latino. Economia, finanza e tecnologia dei servizi a rete (secc. 
XIX-XX), a cura di Andrea Giuntini e Alberte Martínez López

n.s. 37. Public History. Pratiche nazionali e identità globale, a cura di Serge Noiret
n.s. 38. Il corpo violato. Sguardi e rappresentazioni nella Grande guerra, a cura di Teresa 

Bertilotti e Barbara Bracco
n.s. 39. Muri in età contemporanea, a cura di Marco De Nicolò
n.s. 40. La storia culturale. Parabole di un approccio critico al passato, a cura di Rolf 

Petri, Antonella Salomoni, Luigi Tomassini
n.s. 41. Destre e sinistre. Le culture politiche del Novecento nell’Europa mediterranea, 

a cura di Maurizio Ridolfi
n.s. 42. Monarchie, nazione e nazionalismo in Europa, a cura di Catherine Brice e Javier 

Moreno Luzón
n.s. 43. Laicità e sfera pubblica nell’età contemporanea. Europa, Mediterraneo, Stati 

Uniti, a cura di Fulvio Conti
n.s. 44. Vent’anni dopo. Miscellanea di studi

207
Copyright © FrancoAngeli 

N.B: Copia ad uso personale. È vietata la riproduzione (totale o parziale) dell’opera con qualsiasi 
mezzo effettuata e la sua messa a disposizione di terzi, sia in forma gratuita sia a pagamento. 




