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English summaries*

(in alphabetical order)

C. Belvedere, Topic relevance as the basic structuration of the field of con-
sciousness (Il ruolo della rilevanza tematica nella strutturazione del campo della 
coscienza)

My aim is to depict Schutz’s theory of topic relevance as his own distinc-
tive phenomenology of consciousness. I will show that his conception of con-
sciousness is elaborated from at least three types of elements. First, I will disclose 
Husserl’s influence on Schutz in this matter. I will list a few Husserlian terms 
that Schutz takes into consideration such as noema, horizon, parts and wholes, 
attentional ray and passive synthesis. Second, I will show that Schutz turns to 
Gurwitsch’s idea that consciousness is a field of experience where the previously 
listed elements are held together and find their relational meaning. Third, I will 
expose how all these elements taken from Husserl and Gurwitsch are reinterpret-
ed by Schutz as being relative to relevance as a basic phenomenon of our mind’s 
selective activity which puts at work different levels of our personality according 
to the schizophrenic ego hypothesis.

J. Dreher, Life-World, relevance and power. Phenomenology and Social cri-
tique (Mondo della vita, «rilevanza» e potere. Osservazioni sul potenziale teoret-
ico di critica sociale della fenomenologia)

Does the phenomenological paradigm omit the examination of the problem of 
power? Frequently formulated criticisms of phenomenological thought underline 
that it would be characterized by oblivion of power. The following line of ar-
gument will demonstrate that phenomenology and phenomenologically oriented 
sociology do have the theoretical potential to open up a critical perspective as well 
as to analyze phenomena of power. The focus will be on the basic question on how 
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the phenomenological perspective can be used to investigate power structures, 
social inequality, justice, violence, subjective and intersubjective experiences of 
alienation and suffering. In this sense some reflections will be presented on how 
phenomenological description is used as critical diagnosis. The paper deals on the 
one hand with criticism of the phenomenological paradigm of an alleged oblivion 
of power, and on the other hand it reflects upon the this paradigm’spotential of 
with respect to a formulation of social critique.

D.G. Lopez, Schutzian social cartography (Per una cartografia sociale 
schutziana)

The aim of this paper is to explore an uncharted aspect of Schutzian descrip-
tion of the structure of the stock of knowledge. The linkage between the stock of 
knowledge and the life-world isexamined through the cartographic metaphor of 
the map. Starting from an analysis of different manuscripts, it is shown that the 
cartographic metaphor is the heuristic resource used by Alfred Schutz to depict 
the complex relationships between knowledge and life-world. It is argued that 
the allegorical reference to the use of maps expresses the conversion of our per-
ception of the life-world into contour lines or hatchings, which corresponds to 
the phenomenological insight that objects are given in perception through man-
ifesting sides or adumbrations. Moreover, it is stated that the metaphor of the 
relevance-isohypses helps Schutz to describe not only the structurization of our 
stock of knowledge into theme and horizon and the levels of familiarity and typ-
icality we perceive in the objects of the world, but also the incomplete character 
of our knowledge, i.e., the shadows and hatchings sketched in it as a consequence 
of the opacity of the life-world. It is maintained that far from belonging solely to 
geography, the metaphor of the unknown world as a «terra incognita» suggests an 
inquiry into the process of production of knowledge. The cartographic blanks do 
not preclude the impossibility of knowledge, but, on the contrary, they constitute 
its original source. 

C. Meyer, F. Oberzaucher, Relevance and embodied reflexivity: constellations 
work between Gurwitsch, Merleau-Ponty and Garfinkel (Rilevanza e «riflessività 
incorporata»: tratti base presenti nel pensiero di Gurwitsch, Merleau-Ponty e 
Garfinkel)

This paper draws on Aron Gurwitsch’s theory of relevance which was of out-
standing importance for both Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of the 
body and Harold Garfinkel’s ethnomethodology. In the first part we discuss Gur-
witsch’s conception of relevance in contrast to Schutz’. We then develop a theory 
of embodied reflexivity drawing on Merleau-Ponty and Garfinkel together with 
some newer approaches on embodied practice and knowledge. In the second, em-
pirical section we use the concepts and conceptions developed for the description 
and analysis of selected video recordings of systemic constellation sessions. Sys-
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temic constellation is a psychotherapeutic method which is used predominantly in 
psychological and pedagogical contexts as well as in management consultations. 
The basic assumption underlying constellations work is that the experiences of 
representatives are relevant for the person who has initiated the constellation and 
that they provide information about the issue at hand. The origin, validity, and 
reliability of the representatives’ bodily and relational self-perception is difficult 
to assess and even more difficult to explain. In our contribution we propose a vo-
cabulary with reference to Gurwitsch, Merleau-Ponty, and Garfinkel, that, as we 
think, allows for the description of the phenomenon and at the same time throws a 
light on how relevance can be understood from a sociological perspective inspired 
by phenomenology.

L. Muzzetto, Introduction to the problem of relevance (Introduzione al prob-
lema della rilevanza)

The author’s aim is to provide some key introductory points to the reading of 
the topic of relevance.

First, it should be stressed that the system of relevance provides access to 
all the «places» of Schutz’s analyses, from the world of life to the theory of ac-
tion, whether they concern the methodological, theoretical or «applied theory» 
dimensions.

Moreover, the system of relevance can be understood as the pivot on which the 
entire Schutz’s interpretative paradigm rotates. The system of relevance contains, 
at various degrees of articulation, the mechanism of the construction-interpreta-
tion of experience based on the principle of the «selective character of the spirit». 
Although the system (and the process that concerns it) is always understood as 
unitary, it is distinguished, for heuristic reasons, in three sub-systems: thematic, 
interpretative, motivational. Each of these, in turn, is articulated dichotomously 
into imposed versus intrinsic or «voluntary» relevance. The system thus manages 
to fathom deeply the different traits of the constitutive of experience.

L. Muzzetto, On the «unconscious» nature of Because motives. Some consid-
erations on the unconscious in Alfred Schutz (Sulla natura «inconscia» dei motivi 
because. Prime riflessioni sul concetto di inconscio in Alfred Schutz)

This paper is divided into two parts. The first traces the conceptual develop-
ment of because motives, while simultaneously endeavouring to grasp the notion 
of the unconscious revealed in Schutz’s analysis. The author refers to Leibniz’s 
theory of petites perceptions and Freud’s theory of the unconscious; theories 
whose respective characteristics are somehow compared, integrated and thus jux-
taposed with the characteristics of because motives. The second part of the paper 
raises the question why Schutz, in his analysis of motives and unconscious behav-
iour, does not refer to Husserl’s conception of the unconscious.
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H. Nasu, Alfred Schutz’s Conception of Relevance and its Significance for the 
Social Sciences (Il principio di rilevanza di Alfred Schutz e il suo significato per 
le scienze sociali)

The conception of relevance has come to be increasingly under discussion in 
various scientific fields under the recent social-cultural-historical conditions of the 
globalization, digitalization, and liquidation of society. In my opinion, many of 
these various discussions are, explicitly or implicitly, founded on Alfred Schutz’s 
ideas about relevance. This essay aims to clarify his sociological conception of 
relevance founded on phenomenological investigations by inquiries into what he 
said about the concept and problem of relevance through a comparison between 
Schutz’s ideas on how to deal with the «incomprehensiveness» of the «totality» 
of the world with M. Weber’s and F. von Hayek’s with reference to Schutz’s ideas 
as to how human experience proceeds.

H. Santos, P. Susin, Relevance and time in Schutzian theory: methodologi-
cal implications to interpretative biographical research («Rilevanza» e tempo in 
Schutz: implicazioni metodologiche sulla ricerca biografica interpretativa)

Together with the concept of lifeworld, the concept of relevance plays a cen-
tral role in the sociology developed by Alfred Schutz. Both concepts are in some 
way connected to each other, as occurs with most of the concepts he deals with, 
it means, the exploration of one concept leads necessarily to another one, making 
the understanding of Schutz’ work sometimes a complex task. The aim of this 
article is not so much to explore the concept of «relevance» in itself, but rather 
to scrutinize some implications of this idea for the sociological empirical inves-
tigation.

K. Takakusa, Relevance and cognitive style: on the double characterization of 
science in Alfred Schutz («Rilevanza» e stile cognitivo: sulla doppia caratteriz-
zazione della scienza in Alfred Schutz)

This paper reveals Schutz’s double characterization of science. First, he char-
acterizes science as a modification of interest and relevance. This is compatible 
with his basic view of science as embedded in the life-world. Second, in contrast, 
he often excludes working and communication from his argument on science and 
characterizes science as a pure cogitation. By critically examining the distinction 
between scientific attitude and scientific activity as well as the concept of cog-
nitive style, this paper concludes that the second characterization proposed by 
Schutz is untenable. In addition, this paper indicates that the second characteriza-
tion experienced a significant change from On Multiple Realities to Symbol, Re-
ality, and Society. Although Schutz has been challenged by contemporary science 
studies because of his ineffectiveness to deal with scientific activity, the careful 
and critical examination of his argument allows a positive interpretation of his 
theory as offering basic concepts for the investigation of scientific activity.
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R. Venturini, The System of Relevance and Enclaves (Il sistema delle rilevanze 
e il problema delle «enclaves»)

The system of thematic, interpretational and motivational relevance is the 
model expounded by Schutz to highlight how the constitution of meaning. The 
relationship between the system of relevance belonging to different finite provinc-
es of meaning is fundamental. Just as important are the fluctuations in the modes 
of experiences, in relation to appresentational processes of meaning in the shift 
from one sphere to another. This paper will focus on the shift from one province 
of meaning to another, i.e., enclaves. According to Schutz, enclaves can be un-
derstood as both symbolic entities and necessary discontinuities in the shift from 
one finite province of meaning to another, discontinuities that can be identified as 
vacancies to be filled.
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